VAZHAKUNNAM AS A RELIGIOUS REFORMER

of the word, who saw man beyond the barriers of caste, sect or
religion.

Many persons got inspiration to spiritual ideas from the words
of Vazhakunnam. A.V. Govindamenon thankfully remembers
Vazhakunnam whose words had changed his view and instilled
aptitude for Bhagavata.11 He clearly states his own experiences
with Vazhakunnam in one of his published articles. He also
mentions of having witnessed many other individuals transformed
by having constantly listened to Vazhakunnam. People who were
highly attracted by his words would constantly request
Vazhakunnam to continue his speeches for many more days. Once
at Tellicherry, Vazhakunnam who had thought initially to deliver
lecture for two days had to stay there for giving talks for two
weeks, due to the repsectful compulsion of the people there.
Vazhakunnam's pratibha, bhakti, respect for all religions, fluency
in Malayalam language and such other qualities attracted the people
- observes A.V. Govindamenon. Ulloor finds two reasons why
speeches of Vazhakunnam impressed the public. One is that he
mixed the speech with humour causing sustained voluntary atten-
tion. The second reason is that he cited incidents from the then
current politics by which people accepted him as a practical guide.12
The words of Raymond Holley is noteworthy in this context

11. A.V. Govindamenon, Smaranakal, Bhaktasiromani, op.cit.
pp.93-94.

12. Ulloor S. Parameswara lyer, op.cit., pp.253-54.
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